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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
SPACE-DIVISION MULTIPLEXING SYSTEMS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority from U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 61/530,929, filed on Sep. 2, 2011,
entitled “Method and Apparatus for Space-Division Multi-
plexing Systems,” which is incorporated herein by reference
in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The invention relates to optical communication equipment
and, more specifically but not exclusively, to transmission of
optical communication signals in space-division multiplex-
ing (SDM) systems using multi-core fiber (MCF), multi-
mode fiber (MMF), few-mode fiber (FMF), or ribbon cable
made of nominally uncoupled single-mode fiber (SMF) as the
transmission media.

2. Description of the Related Art

This section introduces aspects that may help facilitate a
better understanding of the invention(s) described herein.
Accordingly, the statements of this section are to be read in
this light and are not to be understood as admissions about
what is in the prior art or what is not in the prior art.

Performance variations among signals traveling through
transmission media impair the transmission performance of
systems, including for example the transmission performance
of space-division multiplexing (SDM) systems. Thus, one
technical problem related to such transmission systems is
how to increase the transmission performance of SDM sys-
tems using multi-core fiber (MCF), multi-mode fiber (MMF),
few-mode fiber (FMF), or ribbon cable made of nominally
uncoupled single-mode fiber (SMF) as the transmission
media. In particular, the performance variations among the
signals traveling through the multiple cores of a MCF, or
multiple modes of a MMF, or multiple fibers of a ribbon cable
need to be minimized in order to improve transmission per-
formance.

One existing solution to address transmission performance
of such transmission systems is to increase the uniformity of
the transmission characteristics of the MCF, such as loss,
dispersion, and crosstalk, through better and improved fiber
design and manufacturing. However, this approach has lim-
ited performance benefits and becomes increasingly expen-
sive as the uniformity requirement is increased. Further, for
MMEF, higher-order modes generally have higher loss than the
fundamental mode, and it is difficult to make the losses of
different modes equal.

SUMMARY

According to one embodiment of a MCF-based transmis-
sion system, the optical signals traveling through each of the
cores of a MCF span are moved to another core in the next
MCF span. This core-to-core signal rotation may be contin-
ued at multiple locations along a MCF transmission link. The
locations where the core-to-core rotation is applied can be (1)
optical add/drop multiplexer (OADM) sites, (2) optical
amplifier sites, or (3) the combination of (1) and (2). By doing
the core-to-core rotation, the uniformity in loss, dispersion,
and signal arrival time can be much improved, thereby
increasing the overall system performance. As it is likely that
one or more cores or modes will have increased crosstalk
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relative to the others, embodiments of the described tech-
nique can help reduce the performance variation of spatially
multiplexed signals by distributing the crosstalk penalty
among all of the spatially multiplexed signals. In addition, the
system degradation resulting from some optical component
defects, such as the loss ripple and polarization-dependent
loss (PDL) in OADMs and optical amplifiers, can be reduced
through the “averaging” effect of the core-to-core rotation.

For MMF, different modes generally have different trans-
mission characteristics. For future-generation tightly-packed
ribbon cable, it is likely that different strands have different
properties, depending on where the individual strand is
located within the ribbon in the cable cross-section. Accord-
ingly, the base idea of core-to-core rotation described above
can be straightforwardly extended to MMF-based and fiber-
ribbon-based transmission systems by using mode-to-mode
signal rotation and fiber-to-fiber rotation, respectively, rather
than the core-to-core rotation used in the MCF case. Note that
these three variants of rotation can be used together in sys-
tems where MCF, MMF, and fiber ribbon are used in combi-
nation.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Example embodiments will be more clearly understood
from the following detailed description taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings. The Figures represent non-
limiting, example embodiments as described herein.

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of a first embodiment of a
space division multiplexed (SDM) transmission system
according to an embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of a second embodiment of
a space division multiplexed (SDM) transmission system
according to an embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of a first embodiment of a
space division multiplexed (SDM) transmission system
according to an embodiment of the invention. FIG. 1 illus-
trates a first embodiment for core-to-core signal rotation in
multi-core fiber (MCF) transmission for a SDM transmission
system 100. The optical signals traveling through a MCF span
are rearranged such that they travel through the next MCF
span on different cores of the MCF. As shown, wavelength-
division multiplexed (WDM) channels (C_1,C_2,...C_M)
may be provided to a singlecore-to-multicore-connector 110
for connection to a first MCF span 120. (A fiber span may also
be called a fiber segment.) The channels are provided to the
first MFC span with a first spatial assignment. Naturally, the
optical signal or channels need not utilize wavelength-divi-
sion multiplexing.

The MCF span 120 is traversed by the optical signals and
provided to a singlecore-to-multicore-connector 130. At this
point, the spatial assignment remains unchanged. The sin-
glecore-to-multicore-connector 130 provides the WDM
channels to Optical Add Drop Multiplexer (OADM) 140.
Rearrangement of the spatial assignment of the WDM chan-
nels can be easily performed in an M-input M-output OADM
by connecting the output ports of the OADM to the input ports
of the next singlecore-to-multi-core connector 150 with a
cyclic core index shift, M being an integer. For example,
C_(I:M-1)—=C_(2:M); C_(M)—C_1. That is; the spatial
assignment for the first to the M-1th channel of a first fiber
segment is switched to the next higher channel in the next
fiber segment, and spatial assignment of the M-th channel in
the first fiber segment is shifted to the first channel in the next
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fiber channel. In another embodiment, the spatial assignment
may change according to a predetermined pattern. The MxM
OADM can be in the form of an MxM wavelength selective
switch. The OADM may also be a Reconfigurable OADM,
nominally a ROADM.

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of a second embodiment of
a space division multiplexed (SDM) transmission system
according to an embodiment of the invention. FIG. 2 illus-
trates a second embodiment in which the core-to-core signal
rotation is realized by suitably arranging the connections
between the outputs of optical amplifiers and the input ports
of the singlecore-to-multicore connector.

In the illustrated SDM transmission system 200, optical
signals traveling through a MCF span are rearranged such that
they travel through the next MCF span on different cores of
the MCF. As shown, wavelength-division multiplexed
(WDM) channels (C_1,C_2,...C_M) may be provided to a
singlecore-to-multicore-connector 110 for connection to a
first MCF segment 220. The channels are provided to the first
MEFC span with a first spatial assignment. Naturally, the opti-
cal signal or channels need not utilize wavelength-division
multiplexing.

The MCEF span 220 is traversed by the optical signals and
provided to a singlecore-to-multicore-connector 230. At this
point, the spatial assignment remains unchanged. The sin-
glecore-to-multicore-connector 230 provides the WDM
channels to a plurality of fiber amplifiers 240. In one embodi-
ment, the fiber amplifiers are erbium doped fiber amplifier
(EDFA). Rearrangement of the spatial assignment of the
WDM channels can be easily performed by suitably arrang-
ing the connections between the outputs of optical amplifiers
240 and the input ports of the singlecore-to-multicore con-
nector connector 250. For example, the spatial assignment
between fiber segments can be altered so as to be varied
according to a cyclic core index shift or some other predeter-
mined pattern.

Note that a long MCF can usually be made out the same
preform design, so the core-to-core non-uniformity in loss
and dispersion could be similar from span to span. Rotating
the signals through different cores along a MCF fiber effec-
tively reduces the negative system impact of the core-to-care
non-uniformity. Note also that the core-to-core signal rota-
tion may reduce the arrival time difference among signals that
originate from the same location and terminate at the same
destination. This may be beneficial for some applications.

In other embodiments according to the principles of the
invention, the transmission media of the SDM transmission
system may a multi-mode fiber (MMF), a few-mode fiber
(FMF), or a ribbon cable made of nominally uncoupled
single-mode fiber (SMF). For a MMF-based transmission
system, the single-core-to-multicore connectors shown in
FIGS. 1 and 2 will be replaced with mode-splitters. Note also
that the core-to-core rotation (mode-to-mode) for MCF
(FMF) can be implemented on a “sub-span” basis, e.g.,
implemented when splicing short fiber segments together to
form a long MCF (FMF) fiber span.

One or more embodiments described herein may help
increase the overall performance of multi-core-fiber (MCF)
and few-mode-fiber (FMF) based transmission systems,
which is of value in future optical transmission systems that
utilize MCF and FMF as the transmission media to support
high transmission capacity.

In one embodiment, a space division multiplexed (SDM)
transmission system comprises at least two segments of trans-
mission media, wherein a spatial assignment of the two seg-
ments is different. In one embodiment, a space division mul-
tiplexed (SDM) transmission system comprises a first
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segment of transmission media having a first spatial assign-
ment; and a second segment of transmission media having a
second spatial assignment; wherein the first spatial assign-
ment differs from the second spatial assignment.

In one embodiment, at least one respective segment of the
transmission media of the SDM transmission system is a
multi-core fiber (MCF), a multi-mode fiber (MMF), a few-
mode fiber (FMF), or a ribbon cable made of nominally
uncoupled single-mode fiber (SMF).

In one embodiment, the second spatial assignment is a
rotated version of the first spatial assignment. In one embodi-
ment, the second spatial assignment varies from the first
spatial assignment according to the predetermined pattern.

In one embodiment, fiber cores of the second segment are
connected to fiber cores of the first segment, a first fiber core
of'the first segment being connected to other than a first fiber
core of the second segment. Thus, a first fiber core of the first
segment is connected to a fiber of the second segment other
than a corresponding first fiber core of the second segment. In
one embodiment, spatial modes of the second segment are
connected to spatial modes of the first segment, a first spatial
mode of'the first segment being connected to other than a first
spatial mode of the second segment. Thus, a first spatial mode
of the first segment is connected to a spatial mode of the
second segment other than a corresponding first spatial mode
of the second segment. In one embodiment, fibers of the
second segment are connected to fibers of the first segment, a
first fiber of the first segment being connected to other than a
first fiber of the second segment. Thus, the optical signals
traveling a first core of the first segment are moved to a core
of'the second segment other than a corresponding first core of
the second segment.

In one embodiment, the spatial assignment is changed
between the first segment and the second segment by an
optical add drop multiplexer (OADM). The (OADM) may be
a reconfigurable optical add drop multiplexer (ROADM). In
another embodiment, the optical add drop multiplexer con-
tains an N-input N-output optical switch.

In one embodiment, the spatial assignment is changed
between the first segment and the second segment by a fiber
amplifier. In another embodiment, the fiber amplifier is an
N-input N-output an Erbium doped fiber amplifier.

In one embodiment, the SDM transmission system
includes a transmitter and a receiver, and the first segment and
the second segment comprise a link between the transmitter
and the receiver. In another embodiment, the SDM transmis-
sion system includes a first optical add drop multiplexer
(OADM) and a second OADM, and the first segment and the
second segment comprise a link between the first OADM and
the second OADM. In yet another embodiment, the SDM
transmission system includes a first amplifier and a second
amplifier, wherein the first segment and the second segment
comprise a link between the first amplifier and the second
amplifier.

In one embodiment, a method comprises obtaining optical
signal on a first segment of transmission media having a first
spatial assignment, and forwarding the optical signal on a
second segment of transmission media having a different
spatial assignment thereby altering the spatial assignment of
the optical signal.

In one embodiment, the transmission media is a multi-core
fiber (MCF), a multi-mode fiber (MMF), a few-mode fiber
(FMF), or a ribbon cable made of nominally uncoupled
single-mode fiber (SMF). In one embodiment, the transmis-
sion media is a multi-core fiber (MCF) and the forwarding
comprises moving the optical signals traveling a first core of
the first segment to a core other than the first core of the
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second segment. In another embodiment, the optical signals
traveling a first core of the first segment are moved to a core
of'the second segment other than a corresponding first core of
the second segment.

In one embodiment, the transmission media is a multi-
mode fiber (MMF) or a few-mode fiber (FMF) and the for-
warding comprises moving the optical signals traveling a first
mode of the first segment to a mode other than the first mode
of the second segment. In another embodiment, the optical
signals traveling a first mode of the first segment are moved to
amode of the second segment other than a corresponding first
mode of the second segment.

In one embodiment, the transmission media is a ribbon
cable comprising nominally uncoupled single-mode fiber
(SMF) and the forwarding comprises moving the optical sig-
nals traveling a first single mode fiber of the first segment to
a single mode fiber other than the first single mode fiber of the
second segment. In another embodiment, the optical signals
traveling a first single mode fiber of the first segment are
moved to a single mode fiber of the second segment other than
a corresponding first single mode fiber ofthe second segment.

In one embodiment, the altering of the spatial assignment
of'the optical signal occurs at an optical add/drop multiplexer
(OADM) site, reconfigurable add/drop multiplexer
(ROADM) site, an optical amplifier site, a point in a fiber
span, or a combination thereof.

In one embodiment, the obtaining and forwarding are per-
formed at multiple locations along a transmission link,
whereby spatial assignment alteration is performed at mul-
tiple locations along a transmission link. The spatial assign-
ment alternation may be performed in a cyclic fashion or
according to a predetermined pattern.

In one embodiment, the first segment and the second seg-
ment comprise a link between a transmitter and a receiver. In
one embodiment, the first segment and the second segment
comprise a link between two optical add drop multiplexers
(OADMs). In one embodiment, the first segment and the
second segment comprise a link between two amplifiers

Various provided embodiments offer a novel, different
approach, a system-level approach, to addressing the perfor-
mance variations among the signals traveling through the
multiple cores of a MCF as compared to the existing conven-
tional approaches based on generating better (improved) fiber
design and manufacturing. As a result, the embodiments pro-
vided herein may improve system performance with essen-
tially no additional cost.

While this invention has been described with reference to
illustrative embodiments, this description is not intended to
be construed in a limiting sense. Various modifications of the
described embodiments, as well as other embodiments of the
invention, which are apparent to persons skilled in the art to
which the invention pertains are deemed to lie within the
principle and scope of the invention as expressed in the fol-
lowing claims.

Unless explicitly stated otherwise, each numerical value
and range should be interpreted as being approximate as if the
word “about” or “approximately” preceded the value of the
value or range.

The use of figure numbers and/or figure reference labels in
the claims is intended to identify one or more possible
embodiments of the claimed subject matter in order to facili-
tate the interpretation of the claims. Such use is not to be
construed as necessarily limiting the scope of those claims to
the embodiments shown in the corresponding figures.

Although the elements in the following method claims, if
any, are recited in a particular sequence with corresponding
labeling, unless the claim recitations otherwise imply a par-
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ticular sequence for implementing some or all of those ele-
ments, those elements are not necessarily intended to be
limited to being implemented in that particular sequence.

Reference herein to “one embodiment” or “an embodi-
ment” means that a particular feature, structure, or character-
istic described in connection with the embodiment can be
included in at least one embodiment of the invention. The
appearances of the phrase “in one embodiment” in various
places in the specification are not necessarily all referring to
the same embodiment, nor are separate or alternative embodi-
ments necessarily mutually exclusive of other embodiments.
The same applies to the term “implementation.”

Also for purposes of this description, the terms “couple,”
“coupling,” “coupled,” “connect,” “connecting,” or “con-
nected” refer to any manner known in the art or later devel-
oped in which energy is allowed to be transferred between
two or more elements, and the interposition of one or more
additional elements is contemplated, although not required.
Conversely, the terms “directly coupled,” “directly con-
nected,” etc., imply the absence of such additional elements.

The description and drawings merely illustrate the prin-
ciples of the invention. [t will thus be appreciated that those of
ordinary skill in the art will be able to devise various arrange-
ments that, although not explicitly described or shown herein,
embody the principles of the invention and are included
within its spirit and scope. Furthermore, all examples recited
herein are principally intended expressly to be only for peda-
gogical purposes to aid the reader in understanding the prin-
ciples of the invention and the concepts contributed by the
inventor(s) to furthering the art, and are to be construed as
being without limitation to such specifically recited examples
and conditions. Moreover, all statements herein reciting prin-
ciples, aspects, and embodiments of the invention, as well as
specific examples thereof, are intended to encompass equiva-
lents thereof.

The functions of the various elements shown in the figures,
including any functional blocks labeled as “processors™ and
“controllers,” may be provided through the use of dedicated
hardware as well as hardware capable of executing software
in association with appropriate software. When provided by a
processor, the functions may be provided by a single dedi-
cated processor, by a single shared processor, or by a plurality
of individual processors, some of which may be shared.
Moreover, explicit use of the term “processor” or “controller”
should not be construed to refer exclusively to hardware
capable of executing software, and may implicitly include,
without limitation, digital signal processor (DSP) hardware,
network processor, application specific integrated circuit
(ASIC), field programmable gate array (FPGA), read only
memory (ROM) for storing software, random access memory
(RAM), and non volatile storage. Other hardware, conven-
tional and/or custom, may also be included.

2 <

What is claimed is:

1. A space division multiplexed (SDM) transmission sys-

tem comprising:

first and second segments of multicore optical fiber;

an optical add-drop multiplexer (OADM) configurable to
add and drop wavelength channels of a wavelength-
division multiplexed optical signal;

a first singlecore-to-multicore connector configured to
connect individual cores of said first segment to inputs of
said OADM; and

a second singlecore-to-multicore connector configured to
connect outputs of said OADM to individual cores of
said second segment,
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wherein a first fiber core of said first segment is connected
to a fiber core of said second segment other than a fiber
core corresponding to said first fiber core of said first
segment.

2. The SDM transmission system of claim 1, wherein a
spatial assignment of said optical cores of said second mul-
ticore optical fiber is altered from a spatial assignment of said
optical cores of said first multicore optical fiber in a cyclic
fashion.

3. The SDM transmission system of claim 1, wherein a
spatial assignment of said optical cores of said second mul-
ticore optical fiber varies from a spatial assignment of said
optical cores of said first multicore optical fiber according to
a predetermined pattern.

4. The SDM transmission system of claim 1, wherein said
OADM comprises a reconfigurable optical add drop multi-
plexer (ROADM).

5. The SDM transmission system of claim 1, wherein the
optical add drop multiplexer contains an N-input N-output
optical switch.

6. The SDM transmission system of claim 1, further com-
prising a transmitter and a receiver, wherein the first segment
and the second segment comprise a link between the trans-
mitter and the receiver.

7. The SDM transmission system of claim 1, wherein said
OADM is a first OADM, and further comprising a second
OADM and a third OADM, wherein the first segment and the
second segment comprise a link between the second OADM
and the third OADM.

8. The SDM transmission system of claim 1, further com-
prising a first amplifier and a second amplifier, wherein the
first segment and the second segment comprise a link between
the first amplifier and the second amplifier.

9. A method comprising:

obtaining an optical signal on a first multicore optical fiber

segment;

forwarding the optical signal to a second multicore optical

fiber segment,
wherein the optical signal is forwarded via a first sin-
glecore-to-multicore connector that connects individual
cores of said first segment to inputs of an optical add-
drop multiplexer (OADM) or an optical amplifier;

wherein the optical signal is forwarded via a second sin-
glecore-to-multicore connector that connects outputs of
said OADM or said optical amplifier to individual cores
of said second segment, and

wherein spatial assignment of optical cores of said first and

second multicore optical fibers segments is altered such
that a first fiber core of said first segment is connected to
a single fiber core of said second segment other than a
fiber core corresponding to said first fiber core of said
first segment.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the obtaining and
forwarding are performed at multiple locations along a trans-
mission link, and wherein spatial assignment alteration is
performed at multiple locations along said transmission link.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the spatial assignment
of said optical cores of said second multicore optical fiber
segments is altered from the spatial assignment of said optical
cores of said first multicore optical fiber segments in a cyclic
fashion.

12. The method of claim 9, wherein the spatial assignment
of'said optical cores of said second multicore optical fiber is
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altered from the spatial assignment of said optical cores of
said first multicore optical fiber according to a predetermined
pattern.

13. The method of claim 9, wherein said OADM comprises
a reconfigurable optical add drop multiplexer (ROADM).

14. The method of claim 9, wherein said OADM comprises
an N-input N-output optical switch.

15. A space division multiplexed (SDM) transmission sys-
tem comprising:

a first and second of multicore optical fiber segments;

a plurality of optical amplifiers;

a first singlecore-to-multicore connector configured to
connect individual cores of said first segment to indi-
vidual ones of said amplifiers; and

a second singlecore-to-multicore connector configured to
connect outputs of individual ones of said amplifiers to
individual cores of said second segment,

wherein a first fiber core of said first segment is connected
to a single fiber core of said second segment other than a
fiber core corresponding to said first fiber core of said
first segment.

16. The SDM transmission system of claim 15, wherein a
spatial assignment of said optical cores of said second mul-
ticore optical fiber segment is altered from a spatial assign-
ment of said optical cores of said first multicore optical fiber
segment in a cyclic fashion.

17. The SDM transmission system of claim 15, wherein a
spatial assignment of said optical cores of said second mul-
ticore optical fiber segment varies from a spatial assignment
of said optical cores of said first multicore optical fiber seg-
ment according to a predetermined pattern.

18. The SDM transmission system of claim 15, further
comprising a transmitter and a receiver, wherein the first
segment and the second segment comprise a link between the
transmitter and the receiver.

19. The SDM transmission system of claim 15, further
comprising a second amplifier and a third amplifier, wherein
the first segment and the second segment comprise a link
between the second amplifier and the third amplifier.

20. A space division multiplexed (SDM) transmission sys-
tem comprising:

a first multicore optical fiber having a first plurality of

optical cores; and

a second multicore optical fiber having a second plurality
of optical cores,

wherein a first fiber core of said first plurality of optical
cores is connected to a single second fiber core of said
second multicore optical fiber other than a first fiber core
of said second multicore optical fiber that corresponds to
said first fiber core of said first multicore optical fiber.

21. The SDM transmission system of claim 20, wherein
said first and second fiber cores are connected via an optical
add-drop multiplexer (OADM).

22. The SDM transmission system of claim 20, wherein
said first plurality of optical cores are connected to said sec-
ond plurality of optical cores according to a cyclic core index
shift.

23. The SDM transmission system of claim 20, wherein
said first and second fiber cores are connected via an optical
amplifier.



